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Welcome to the Ka‘ahumanu Ave Community Corridor
Ka‘ahumanu Avenue links two of 
Maui’s largest towns—Wailuku and 
Kahului—and connects thousands 
of residents to jobs and services. 
As we grow, the way the land 
use and transportation systems 
respond to that growth matters.

A “community corridor” is a place that 

makes it easy for people to take the 

bus and to walk, bike, and roll. It is also 

a place that has many different types 

of affordable housing options; provides 

connections to schools, services, and 

jobs; and includes great community 

spaces that are welcoming and fun. 

The Ka‘ahumanu Ave Community 

Corridor study focuses on Ka‘ahumanu 

Avenue and Main Street, as transportation 

routes and community connectors, and 

on the neighborhoods that surround 

this corridor. The scope of this study 

includes everything within a half mile 

of the corridor, with a focus on streets, 

buildings, public spaces, and how we 

travel.

What are TOCs?
Transit-oriented communities (TOCs) 
connect housing, destinations, and 
services through improved access 
to transit. TOCs are walkable and 
bikeable communities that support 
healthy and active lifestyles, improve 
safety, increase access to jobs and 
economic opportunities, and reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions. Creating 
a TOC goes beyond the traditional 
transit-oriented development (TOD) 
approach of focusing on a single 
development—TOCs focus on whole 
communities instead. 
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Creating a Community Corridor
The challenges of limited affordable housing options, high costs of development, and auto-focused 

transportation networks are felt on Maui and across Hawai‘i. Maui County received a grant to develop a 

Transit-Oriented Master Plan for Kahului and Wailuku to address transportation and housing needs. This 

is the Ka‘ahumanu Ave Community Corridor study. The study is led by the Maui County Department of 

Planning in partnership with the Departments of Housing and Human Concerns, Parks and Recreation, 

Transportation, and Public Works as well as the Maui Metropolitan Planning Organization and the Hawai‘i 

Department of Transportation. 

Our Study Timeline
The Ka‘ahumanu Ave Community Corridor study will respond to the needs and desires of Maui residents 

to guide future development and new transportation solutions. We will be asking for your feedback as we 

develop a shared vision for the future of land use and transportation for the Community Corridor. 
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Increase Housing 
Affordability and Equity 

When combined with the cost of 

transportation, living on Maui is 

unaffordable for many people. And 

those with the lowest incomes bear the 

greatest burden. Creating more diverse 

and affordable housing options will make 

our community more accessible for all.

A Vision Rooted in Our Values 
Maui is a place of constant movement. From the daily turn of the trade winds to the growing population to the pressing need 

to create new jobs and support economic recovery, there is always change afoot. Past plans have tackled the challenges of 

affordable housing, land use, climate change, social equity, and transportation at a statewide and very local level. The Ka‘ahumanu 

Ave Community Corridor study builds on these past efforts to envision a new future for Ka‘ahumanu Avenue, Main Street, and the 

surrounding neighborhoods.

Prioritize Sustainability and 
Resiliency to Address Climate 

Change and Preserve Open Space 
Protecting the island’s open spaces with 

thoughtful growth and development 

is a cornerstone of Maui’s past plans. 

Planning for sustainability also means 

preparing for the impacts of sea level 

rise on Maui’s shores and designing new 

infrastructure that is resilient.

Improve Safety and 
Promote Health 

About a dozen Maui residents are killed 

in traffic collisions each year—including 

people walking, biking, and driving—and 

these collisions are preventable. Maui 

residents have asked for places and 

connections that allow them to be more 

active, to increase physical activity and 

improve health.
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Improve Connectivity and Enhance 
Multimodal Transportation 

Today, most people travel the study 

area in a vehicle, which often feels like 

the safest and most reliable option. 

Maui residents have expressed a need 

for complete neighborhoods and town 

centers that connect to jobs, services, 

and amenities. Multimodal improvements 

can help to create safe and comfortable 

connections for everyone, no matter how 

they are traveling.

Respect and Enhance 
Cultural Resources 

Kahului and Wailuku have a rich cultural 

heritage that must be respected, 

protected, and incorporated into plans for 

the Ka‘ahumanu Ave Community Corridor. 

Home to the burial sites of Hawaiian Alii, 

the Hawaiian monarchy, and historic 

buildings that tell a story of Maui’s more 

recent past, the study area offers much to 

learn from and to celebrate. 

Build on Existing Assets to Create 
Jobs and Boost Economic Vitality

The study area is home to Kahului 

Harbor, the airport, healthcare facilities, 

government offices, schools, and retail 

centers. To support economic vitality, 

the Community Corridor must maintain 

and improve existing infrastructure and 

services. Residents have expressed an 

interest in balancing investments in high-

cost projects with those that are more 

affordable and more quickly completed.
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Building on Current Priorities
The Ka‘ahumanu Ave Community Corridor study will complement 
current improvements underway, including efforts to add housing, 
improve bus service, and create better connections for people walking, 
biking, or rolling. 

• Kahului Civic Center: The civic 

center will include the new Central 

Maui Transit Hub for Maui Bus 

(opening in 2022) and a mixed-use 

development, including affordable 

housing.

• Wailuku Courthouse 
Redevelopment: To expand and 

modernize the existing courthouse, 

the State of Hawai‘i and Maui County 

are exploring a project that would 

add office and courtroom space and 

consider options for housing. 

• Wailuku Civic Complex and Parking 
Garage: As part of the reWailuku 

visioning project, Maui County is 

constructing a new parking garage 

(opening in 2022) and planning for a 

community gathering space. 

• UH Huliau Housing: Maui County is 

converting three former dormitories 

into housing units to support 

Maui’s unhoused residents as they 

transition into permanent housing. 

• Wells Park Redevelopment: As 

part of improvements to Wells Park, 

the County has improved the tennis 

courts and is developing detailed 

designs for the first phase of a 

redevelopment master plan. 

• Vision Zero Maui: Led by the Maui 

Metropolitan Planning Organization 

(MPO), Vision Zero Maui has 

identified safety projects and 

programs to eliminate roadway 

fatalities. 

Hele Mai Maui 
Maui’s 2040 long-range transportation 
plan, Hele Mai Maui, identified 
multimodal improvements in the 
Ka‘ahumanu Ave Community Corridor 
study area to increase mobility 
choices and provide safe travel 
options. Projects include:
• Complete street improvements 

to Kanaloa Avenue, Papa Avenue, 
Lower Main Street, Pu‘unene 
Avenue, and Wai‘ale Road that 
could include new sidewalks, 
sidewalk maintenance, bicycle 
facilities, and crosswalks 

• New sidewalks on Kamehameha 
Avenue (from Lono Avenue to 
Wakea Avenue) and Kinipopo Street 
(Oihana Street to Wells Park) 

• Traffic signal upgrades at nine 
intersections, along with curb 
ramp upgrades and high-visibility 
crosswalks to make travel safer for 
people walking, rolling, bicycling, 
and driving
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People and Places Along Ka‘ahumanu
Ka‘ahumanu Avenue and Main Street are key 
connectors for Maui—the corridor provides access 
to jobs, schools, healthcare, shopping, recreational 
activities, and more for all of Maui’s residents. 
Unlike other parts of the island that cater to visitors 
or are more rural, the study area includes denser 
neighborhoods and most of Maui’s non-resort jobs. It 
is also home to services that are not found anywhere 
else on the island, bringing people from all parts of 
the community to this area on a regular basis. 

Our study area links Wailuku and Kahului, each with its own 

character. Wailuku is the historic center of Maui and is home 

to county, state, and federal government offices. Kahului has 

a more suburban feel, with large malls and big-box stores for 

shopping and planned residential developments. Kahului is 

also home to Kahului Harbor and Kahului Airport, two major 

gateways to Maui.
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island’s average

22% of the island’s residents live 
in the study area

The median home sale price is 6% 
less in the study area than in Maui as 
a whole

6.9% more households rent in the 
study area compared to the island as 
a whole

People in the study area earn 8% 
less than people in Maui as a whole
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& 39%
RENTING
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&

The Community Corridor by the Numbers
In many ways, the neighborhoods in the study area reflect the characteristics of Maui as a whole. Home to over 33,000 people—or 

about a fifth of the island’s households and residents—the study area is denser than other parts of Maui, creating a strong sense of 

community. Home prices and household incomes are generally lower than across the rest of the island suggesting a need for local 

investment in affordable and workforce housing and more economic opportunities.
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Equity Along the Corridor
To understand how the future Ka‘ahumanu Ave Community Corridor can best meet 

the needs of Maui’s residents, we analyzed people’s access to transportation and key 

demographic factors to develop an equity index. Using equity as a lens to understand 

needs and to frame decisions will ensure that investments are made where they are 

most needed, benefiting communities that have been historically underrepresented in 

planning processes.

Compared to the rest of Maui, more households within the study area live below the 

poverty line, experience food insecurity, and do not have access to a vehicle. 

COVID-19’s Impact on Jobs 
The COVID-19 pandemic has 
significantly impacted Maui’s 
economy. Within the Kahului-
Wailuku-Lahaina area, unemployment 
increased from 2.2% in March 2020 
to 34.6% in April as Maui’s Stay At 
Home order went into effect. The 
number of employees in the leisure 
and hospitality sector supporting 
tourism declined by more than half 
(57%) from March to April 2020. 
Leisure and hospitality workers are 
often low-wage earners and have 
been among the most affected by 
drastic reductions in visitors to the 
island. Unemployment rates dropped 
to 20.7% in August 2020, and visitor 
numbers began to increase in mid-
October 2020 with changes to the 
quarantine policies for trans-Pacific 
travelers.
Source: Hawai‘i Bureau of Labor Statistics

Maui households below the 
poverty line are within the 
study area

1 in 4

households that participate in the 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program are within the study area

of households that don’t 
have access to a vehicle 
are in the study area1 in 3

36%
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Transportation Equity Index
This map shows where the study area’s 
most vulnerable populations live based 
on income, vehicle access, 
unemployment, and age. Source: U.S. Census Bureau 2018 5-year ACS

Higher Concentrations of
Vulnerable Populations

Lower Concentrations of 
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Experiencing the Community Corridor
Central Maui is a special place, steeped in culture and history. From the 
first Polynesian settlers to the growth of the sugar plantations in the 
1800s to the rise of the tourist industry in the 1980s, The communities of 
Wailuku and Kahului—connected by Ka‘ahumanu Avenue—have a rich 
history that has shaped the built environment and the transportation 
network that connects them.

What is the built environment? 
The built environment is where we 
walk, shop, work, and live—everything 
that was built for you and your 
community is the built environment. 
Thinking about how we feel in 
different places, such as Wailuku 
Town or Queen Ka‘ahumanu Center, 
helps us understand what we like 
about them and how we can make 
them better.
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Elements of the Built Environment
Whether walking, rolling, biking, taking the bus, or driving, the built environment shapes how we experience different parts of 

Ka‘ahumanu Avenue and Main Street today. The built environment includes six elements, which are often called “the 6 Ds:” 

Destinations

Distance

Density

Diversity

Design

Demand Management

CITY CENTER................due

LIBRARY..........................3min.

TRANSIT MAP

 

Diversity
How is the area used? Supporting different 

land uses—like residential, commercial, and 

institutional—in the same area creates activity 

throughout the day. 

Destinations

Distance

Density

Diversity

Design

Demand Management

CITY CENTER................due

LIBRARY..........................3min.

TRANSIT MAP

 

Density
How many people and jobs are here? The 

concentration of people living and working in the 

community means that an area can support even 

more businesses and people, especially if there 

are choices in how you get around.

Destinations

Distance

Density

Diversity

Design

Demand Management

CITY CENTER................due

LIBRARY..........................3min.

TRANSIT MAP

 

Design
What do we see? And what is the quality of the 

area? Design includes everything from bicycle 

lanes to sidewalks and from buildings to parks. 

The way a place is designed contributes to how it 

functions, whether it feels safe, and how comfort-

able it is for the people using the area.
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Demand Management
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LIBRARY..........................3min.
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Destinations
Where are we going? A mix of destinations, such 

as grocery stores, parks, and schools, makes it 

easy to enjoy your community and puts the places 

people need to go within a short walk or bike ride.

Destinations

Distance

Density

Diversity

Design

Demand Management

CITY CENTER................due

LIBRARY..........................3min.
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Distance
How far do you have to go? The options for how 

you travel to the places you want to go and the 

connections between streets and neighborhoods 

shape how we choose to get around.

Destinations

Distance

Density

Diversity

Design

Demand Management

CITY CENTER................due

LIBRARY..........................3min.

TRANSIT MAP

 

Demand Management
What options do you have for traveling in the 

area? Demand management means having safe, 

comfortable, and reliable choices beyond driving, 

whether that is taking the bus, walking or rolling, 

or riding a bike.
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Living and Working along Ka‘ahumanu Avenue
Both Wailuku and Kahului are home to jobs, shopping, schools, and services that 

make Central Maui one of the island’s primary business and institutional destinations. 

Most government services, including County offices, Social Security, the Internal 

Revenue Service, and the Department of Housing are located along Ka‘ahumanu 

Avenue and Main Street.

Jobs in the Study Area
As the main non-tourism job center on Maui, the study area is home to a diverse mix 

of businesses and employees. Wailuku Town has a high concentration of office-based 

jobs due to the many government offices and supportive professional services. In 

Kahului, healthcare jobs are concentrated at and around the Maui Memorial Medical 

Center. Kahului’s multiple shopping destinations feature retail, banking, and other 

services. 

The residences and buildings 
in the study area are home to 
about 20% of Maui’s population 
and 21% of Maui’s jobs.���������������Education and 

Healthcare
23%

Office Based18%

Public Administration15%

Industrial14%Retail 15%

Food Services and 
Accommodations

7%

Personal Services 7%

Undefinded 1%

About 15% of jobs in the study area are 
retail jobs.
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Housing in the Community Corridor
Maui faces the challenges of a growing community, 

constrained geography, rising housing costs, and a limited 

supply of affordably priced housing. Today, most housing in 

the study area is single family. 

And while the neighborhoods in the study area are home to 

nearly half of Maui’s regulated affordable housing, there is a 

pressing need for hundreds more units of affordable housing. 

Only about 45 units of government-assisted affordable housing 

were built each year between 2014 and 2018 in Maui County.

¼
of homes in Maui 
County are in the 

study area

¾
of rental assistance 

vouchers in the 
county are used in 

the study area

but

���$

���$

of renters spend more than 1/3 of 

their income on housing45%

of renters spend more than 1/2 of 

their income on housing23%

When housing costs are more than 30% of a household’s 

income, the household is considered “rent burdened,” meaning 

they may not have enough income remaining for necessities like 

food, utilities, health care, or transportation expenses.

In the study area . . .

73%

Over the next 5 years, Maui County needs just over 2,000 new 

housing units each year to accommodate the growing number 

of residents—about 41% of those units should be for families 

earning $82,000 (or 80% of the Area Median Income) or less.

of rental assistance vouchers in the 

county are used within the study area¼
of homes in Maui 
County are in the 

study area

¾
of rental assistance 

vouchers in the 
county are used in 

the study area

but

���$

���$�������
25%

Multifamily 

Housing
Buildings with at 

least 5 units

62%
Single Familty 

Housing13%
Middle Housing
Buildings with 2-4 units

¼
of homes in Maui 
County are in the 

study area

¾
of rental assistance 

vouchers in the 
county are used in 

the study area

but

���$

���$
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Moving Along the Corridor
The Ka‘ahumanu Ave Community Corridor study area is shaped by active neighborhoods, vibrant businesses, 
and important destinations. But the way Maui residents and visitors experience the corridor and the larger 
study area is defined by limited mobility options. Understanding how it feels to walk, roll, bike, drive, and take 
the bus in the area today helps point to opportunities to make it easier, safer, and more comfortable to travel, 
no matter what mode you are using.

Traveling the Corridor

of residents can get to work in 
under 20 minutes, regardless 
of their mode of travel

more likely to carpool than 
the average Maui resident

more likely to 
ride the bus

58%

drive alone70%
commute by car89%

33% 70%
Study area residents are. . .
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Moving Safely 
Maui County is working toward the goal of eliminating all traffic fatalities by 2040 through the adoption 

of Vision Zero, identifying actions that Maui can take to make our streets safer for everyone. To make 

Ka‘ahumanu Avenue and the Community Corridor safer, we must first understand where, why, and how 

collisions happen.

The study area has several collision hot spots, including access points to UH Maui, Maui Memorial Medical 

Center, and Ka‘ahumanu Avenue at Wakea Avenue near the Queen Ka‘ahumanu Center. The east end of 

the corridor near the intersection with Hana Highway is a high-crash location, where vehicles traveling at 

highway speeds transition onto what should be more of an arterial street. 
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Bicycle & Pedestrian
Crash Density
Understanding where and why crashes 
happen helps inform solutions to make the 
study area safer for all.

Fatal Pedestrian Crashes

High number 
of crashes

Low number 
of crashes

Note : No bicycle fatalities 
in this area, 2014-2018

Source: Hawai’i Department of Transportation, 2014-2018

From 2010 to 2017, 
there were 

158 crashes 
involving people 
walking or bicycling 
in the study area

And those crashes 
in the study area 
made up

19% of all 
crashes involving 
people walking or 
bicycling on Maui
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Annual Average Daily Traffic
Annual Average Daily Traffic (AADT) 
estimates the number of vehicles that travel 
along a road daily. Ka’ahumanu Avenue is 
one of the busiest corridors on Maui.

0 - 5,000 vehicles

5,001 - 10,000 vehicles

10,001 - 20,000 vehicles

20,001 + vehicles

Source: Hawai’i Department of Transportation, 2019

Driving the Corridor
People from all over Maui drive to and through the Community 

Corridor to get to jobs, schools, shops, and other important 

destinations—and they reach places across the island with 

connections to Hana Highway, Honoapi‘ilani Highway, and 

Kūihelani Highway. The corridor’s highest traffic volumes are 

in Kahului, especially between Kahului Beach Road and Hana 

Highway. 

Ka‘ahumanu Avenue is an important freight route, connecting 

goods that arrive by air or water to businesses and homes 

across the island. Freight vehicles are often large and require 

special consideration in street design to ensure they can 

operate safely and efficiently. 

In Kahului, the roadway network in the study area favors people 

driving. There is limited connectivity to the neighborhoods and 

destinations around the corridor, and the curving roads that 

intersect Ka‘ahumanu Avenue can make walking and biking 

trips much slower than driving.
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Riding the Bus on the Corridor 
As the heart of Central Maui, most Maui Bus routes travel to, through, or near Ka‘ahumanu Avenue and the 

Community Corridor study area. Queen Ka‘ahumanu Center is the current hub for Maui Bus—it’s where most 

routes start and end, and where people can transfer between buses to travel across Maui. In 2022, the hub will 

move to the corner of School Street and Vevau Street, serving the community as the first piece of the Kahului 

Civic Center. 

Despite two bus routes traveling along Ka‘ahumanu Avenue, there are no bus stops on the corridor today. This 

means that Maui Bus is not an option for short trips to destinations along the corridor and in the study area. 

1,200
pre-COVID daily Maui Bus 

boardings at Queen 
Ka‘ahumanu Center 

8 of 12
Maui Bus routes

travel to or through 
the study area

commuter bus services pick up 
passengers at War Memorial Stadium3 of 4

69% decline in ridership during the first three months 
of the COVID-19 pandemic (March-June 2020)

JULY - SEPT 2020APRIL - JUNE 2020PRE-COVID

By late summer* ridership increased, but 
remained lower than pre-COVID levels by nearly 60% 

*Data was not available for the fourth quarter of 2020 at the time of publication. However, anecdotal evidence suggests that 
Maui Bus ridership began to increase as tourists returned to Maui starting in October 2020.
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Walking and Rolling along the Corridor 
Walking, rolling, and using mobility devices like wheelchairs are part of our daily travel, whether that is 

walking to work or moving between our car and the store. To make walking and rolling a great option 

for more types of trips, people must have facilities that make them feel safe and shade to keep them 

comfortable traveling without a car on sunny days.

High-visibility crosswalks and 
center medians can make it easier 
for drivers to see people walking 
and rolling. Medians are important 
on wide streets where a person 
may be unable to cross the full 
distance in one light cycle, but they 
can also indicate that a crossing is 
challenging for anyone not in a car.

Our roadway network—and 
Ka‘ahumanu Avenue, in particular—
is designed to get people where 
they need to go quickly. But 
sometimes that means we only 
provide space for vehicles, forcing 
people walking and rolling to find 
alternatives that are less safe and 
comfortable.

Most residential neighborhoods 
in the study area lack sidewalks, 
forcing people to walk in the 
street. To keep our keiki and 
kupuna safe, we need to provide 
dedicated space to walk and roll 
while supporting the character of 
communities in the study area. 

Just because there are sidewalks 
doesn’t mean they work for people 
walking and rolling. Obstructions, 
such as utility poles or boxes, can 
limit space for people, especially 
for those in a wheelchair or pushing 
a stroller.

of streets have sidewalks on only one side of 

the street, making crossings and connections 

challenging, especially for older and younger 

people and those who use a mobility device

of streets in the corridor have 

no sidewalks, forcing people 

to walk in the street or on the 

road shoulder

59% 25% 
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miles of bike lanes, routes, and greenways in the 

study area 

miles are bicycle lanes along Ka‘ahumanu Avenue

Bicycling along the Corridor
Riding a bike can be a great way to get around, whether you are going to work, exploring the neighborhood with your family, or 

checking some errands off your list. Today, the Community Corridor study area has limited bike facilities, and those that exist are 

generally along the busiest streets that carry thousands of cars each day. This means that the study area lacks facilities that would 

be considered comfortable and safe for most people biking. 

Most streets within the study area 
lack bicycle facilities that are safe 
for people of all ages and abilities. 
Bicycle lanes like the one on 
Ka‘ahumanu Avenue are generally 
not comfortable for most people, 
due to the narrow lane, the gutter 
edge, and traffic passing at high 
speeds. 

Wide streets may have space for 
people to ride bicycles, but they 
also encourage drivers to travel 
at high speeds. High speeds and 
volumes create an uncomfortable 
environment for most people riding 
a bike.

Streets that are designed to 
prioritize moving traffic can be 
especially challenging for people 
biking. This traffic lane merges 
into the bicycle lane, which forces 
both a person driving and a person 
biking to navigate around one 
another.

Bike lanes without a physical buffer 
or separation can be intimidating 
for many bicyclists, particularly 
on roads like Ka‘ahumanu Avenue 
where vehicles travel at high 
speeds. 

of streets have bike facilities in the study 

area, making travel by bike a challenge

10.7
2.2

Fewer than 

21% 
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Rethinking Mobility
In our early conversations about the Ka‘ahumanu Ave Community Corridor, we’ve heard a desire to make walking, rolling, biking, 

and taking the bus better options for more trips. By creating more ways for people to travel, we can better connect people to the 

places they want to go and make their experience safer and more pleasant. Here are some challenges we have identified, as well 

as just a few examples of what’s already great about traveling in the study area. 

Challenges in Connectivity
Moving around the Community Corridor can be tough if you’re not driving. The area is challenged by wide roads that carry 

thousands of vehicles a day, high speeds, and limited connectivity between different modes of travel.

In some locations, people walking 
or biking have to travel out of their 
way to cross Ka‘ahumanu Avenue. 
Between Maui Lani Parkway and 
Kahului Beach Road, people can 
only cross the street every quarter 
mile. While that’s not far in a car, it’s 
a 5-minute walk or more, often in 
the wrong direction.

Maui’s year-round sunshine is lovely, 
but the heat can make walking, 
rolling, biking, or waiting for the bus 
unpleasant. Today, many sidewalks, 
bus stops, and streets in the study 
area lack shade trees that could 
help provide some relief from the 
sun. 

The space between buildings and 
streets, or “setbacks,” is part of 
what makes it easy or difficult to 
get where you need to go. Along 
Ka‘ahumanu Avenue, destinations 
are set far back from the street, 
with parking lots in front. That 
means anyone without a car has a 
ways to go to reach the front door, 
and that can be tough! 

Having easy and seamless 
connections between the different 
ways we travel is an important part 
of creating a Community Corridor. 
People riding Maui Bus deserve a 
safe and comfortable connection to 
and from their bus stop. And people 
walking and rolling should be able to 
connect to all types of destinations 
without going out of their way. 
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Finding Solutions for Maui
While there are challenges, there is a lot that’s great about the 

Ka‘ahumanu Ave Community Corridor today. We don’t have 

to look far to find examples of actions we could take to make 

traveling in this area even better—just look around Maui and 

you’ll see these solutions in action!

Murals make Wailuku special 
and create a sense of character 
and community. Using art and 
color, on streets, utility boxes, and 
blank walls, can help create an 
identity for the Ka‘ahumanu Ave 
Community Corridor. 

Maui has beautiful trees that provide 
refuge from the sun. Including space 
for trees in the design of our streets 
can provide shade for those days 
when walking or rolling would be 
great…if you could just hide from the 
sun. 

Creating separate and comfortable 
spaces for people to walk, roll, and 
bike between destinations helps 
build connections that work for 
people of all ages. Maui’s existing 
greenways are good examples of 
the types of connections that can 
get more people out of their cars 
for some trips. 

People and cars have different 
needs and move at very different 
speeds. Helping people connect 
to their destinations sometimes 
requires special treatments. 
Midblock crossings can put people 
walking and rolling closer to the 
places they need to go. 

Source: Maui Bicycling League
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Looking to the Future
Through broad community outreach, we’ve gathered information about the opportunities and challenges you 
experience in the Ka‘ahumanu Ave Community Corridor study area. While this Community Profile focuses on 
existing conditions in the study area, our plan must look to the future. It will identify actions and strategies that 
have the greatest potential to transform the corridor into one that is more walkable, better served by Maui Bus 
and other transportation options, has more affordable housing and community destinations, and better meets 
the needs of Maui residents. 

The Many Voices of 
Ka‘ahumanu Avenue
Between August 2020 and January 

2021, we connected with thousands 

of Maui residents. Our goal was to let 

people know about the Ka‘ahumanu Ave 

Community Corridor study and to invite 

feedback on what’s working, what could 

be improved, and what people hope to 

see in the future. 

60 
online map comments from 

more than 200 visitors

6 
virtual community briefings

40+ 
businesses reached through 

door-to-door canvassing

65 
focus group participants

21 
scavenger hunt participants

200+ 
photos submitted

2,000 
visits to the project website

24,000 
Facebook ad impressions

535 
survey respondents
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What We Learned
To understand the types of improvements that are most important, we asked people 

to share what they would most like to see in the study area. 

We asked people to tell us what would encourage them to travel in a way other than 

driving. The top four responses are shown below. 46% of 
respondents

44% of 
respondents

58% of 
respondents 42% of 

respondents

Shade trees and 
landscaping

Areas to play and 
be active

More local shops 
and restaurants

Many types of 
housing

58% of 
respondents 42% of 

respondents 30% of 
respondents

27% of 
respondents

Shade and 

places to rest
Off-street paths for 

walking and biking

Sidewalks 
that connect 

Safer street 
crossings 

what would encourage you to stop driving

46% of 
respondents

44% of 
respondents

58% of 
respondents 42% of 

respondents

Shade trees and 
landscaping

Areas to play and 
be active

More local shops 
and restaurants

Many types of 
housing

58% of 
respondents 42% of 

respondents 30% of 
respondents

27% of 
respondents

Shade and 

places to rest
Off-street paths for 

walking and biking

Sidewalks 
that connect 

Safer street 
crossings 

what would encourage you to stop driving

Through the Ka‘ahumanu 
Ave Community 
Corridor study and the 
recommendations that 
are developed, Maui 
County and its partners 
have an opportunity 
to make it easier for 
people to walk or roll, 
bike, and take the bus. 
Having good non-driving 
transportation options is 
important for affordability, 
for accessibility, and for 
health and sustainability. 
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Our Key Opportunities
Past and current plans and projects have set the stage for improvements in the Ka‘ahumanu Ave Community Corridor 

study area. Today, more than a dozen complementary efforts are underway, including projects that add affordable housing, 

improve bus service, and create better connections for people. The Ka‘ahumanu Ave Community Corridor study will identify 

opportunities that support and amplify ongoing work and create meaningful, positive change for the community.
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Major Nodes: active spaces and enhanced 
connections bring activity to the corridor; 
areas are well-lit and connected with 
landscaping, housing, and amenities

Mixed-Use Corridor: encourage a more 
connected mixture of residential and commercial 
uses with buildings close to the street

Regional Connections

Neighborhood ConnectionsEmphasis on landscaping, 
pedestrian/bike connections

Special zones with multimodal safety 
improvements

Minor Nodes: additional intersections that 
connect key destinations 
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The Old Town

Wailuku is home to many residents, 

County government buildings, and well-

loved local businesses. We will explore 

ways to provide more opportunities for 

housing in Wailuku Town to support a 

range of incomes and ages. 

The Campuses

Maui Memorial Hospital, Baldwin 

High School, War Memorial Stadium, 

Keopuolani Park, and UH Maui College 

form the central core of the study 

area. These major institutions have 

opportunities to activate and better 

connect their campuses. 

The Retail District

Kahului’s shopping, restaurants, and jobs 

make the east end of the study area a 

key destination for people across Maui. 

However, large blocks, disconnected 

sidewalks, and fast-moving vehicles 

require a focus on creating great places 

for people. 

Focus on Existing Destinations
There are many great places in and much to celebrate about Wailuku Town and Kahului today. The 

Ka‘ahumanu Ave Community Corridor study will build from current successes and provide a roadmap for a 

more walkable and transit-oriented future by focusing on three districts:

27

Community Profile: Executive Summary



Bridge the Divide
Today, Ka‘ahumanu Avenue is a barrier, 

both literally and figuratively. It is very 

difficult for people walking and rolling, 

biking, or taking the bus to cross the 

street, making connections between 

neighborhoods and to important 

destinations challenging. The design 

of the corridor also makes Kahului and 

Wailuku feel further apart than they 

are. Knitting together the two sides of 

Ka‘ahumanu Avenue and seamlessly 

connecting Kahului and Wailuku will help 

to create a transit-oriented community. 

Create the Desired Future
Ka‘ahumanu Avenue is a crucial State 

route in the heart of Central Maui. But 

it is also very auto oriented, with wide 

lanes, few places to cross, and a design 

that encourages high vehicle speeds. 

The existing conditions are at odds with 

the community’s desire for safe walking 

and biking options to connect important 

destinations in Wailuku and Kahului. 

To reshape the corridor, County policies 

and development regulations must be 

better aligned with the desired future. 

And State requirements for moving 

vehicles along the corridor must shift to 

a focus on moving people, especially 

those traveling by walking and rolling, 

biking, and by bus. The Ka‘ahumanu Ave 

Community Corridor study will propose 

new ways to align requirements, simplify 

processes, and streamline decision 

making. 
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Stay Engaged
A clear vision for the Ka‘ahumanu Ave Community Corridor study area 
must embody the values and ideals shared by Maui residents. We need 
your help to shape the future and invite you to join us through:

A virtual Town Hall or open house

An online survey 

Our regular newsletter 

The project website at www.kaahumanucommunitycorridor.org 

Social media

Emailing us directly at info@kaahumanucommunitycorridor.org  

What’s next?
Throughout the spring and summer of 2021, we will use your feedback to finalize the vision and develop 
land use and connectivity plans for the Ka‘ahumanu Ave Community Corridor. Those plans will document 
the improvements needed in the study area in the coming years. Later in the year, we will create an 
implementation and funding strategy, which will identify near-term and long-term actions to realize a new 
future for Ka‘ahumanu Avenue and Main Street.  
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