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Introduction

The Ka‘ahumanu Ave Community Corridor Action Plan will make it
safer and more convenient to walk, roll, bike, or ride Maui Bus to reach
destinations along and around Ka‘ahumanu Avenue and Main Street.
It identifies strategies to increase affordable housing, support local
businesses, and better connect people to the places they want to go.
The community’s input has shaped the recommendations in this Action Plan—
we’ve heard from thousands of Maui residents over the last 18 months and have
used their ideas to set the priorities for Ka‘ahumanu Avenue and Main Street.
The Ka‘ahumanu Ave Community Corridor Action Plan is an important first step in
creating a place where people from the island can stay connected to one another,
afford a home, earn a living wage, express Maui’s culture and history, and thrive.

Source: Maui County
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What is the Ka‘ahumanu Ave Community Corridor?
22% of the island’s residents live
RESIDENTS

Ka‘ahumanu Avenue and Main Street link Kahului and Wailuku, connecting
people who live in Central Maui and across the island to jobs, schools, healthcare,
government services, retail and commercial businesses, and recreational activities.
The half mile around this critical corridor is home to one in five Maui residents, is
our major employment center, and offers services that are not found anywhere
Population
else on the island.
MAUI
THE STUDY AREA
Like many parts of Maui, the Ka‘ahumanu Avenue area
faces the challenges
of limited affordable housing, high development costs, and vehicle-focused
transportation networks. To explore the future of land use and transportation in this
RESIDENTS
RESIDENTS
area—and to begin addressing the challenges of growth, affordability, accessibility,
of the
island’s
residents
and sustainability—Maui County received a grant22%
from the
State
of Hawai‘i
to live
fund
in the study area
the Community Corridor study.
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What is a Community Corridor?
A “community corridor” is a place that
makes it easy for people to take the
Total Housing Units
bus and to walk, bike, and roll. It is
also a place
different
MAUIthat has many
THE STUDY
AREA
types of affordable housing options;
provides connections to schools,
services, and jobs; and includes
great community spaces that are
The study area contains 20% of
welcoming and fun.

50,811
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10,387

Where is the study area?
The study area is centered on Ka‘ahumanu Avenue and Main Street, as transportation routes and community connectors, from
High Street in Wailuku to Hana Highway in Kahului. It includes the neighborhoods that surround this corridor, focusing on those
within a half mile of Ka‘ahumanu Avenue and Main Street.
Whether you are traveling from Makawao to Lahaina or from Kihei to Waiehu, chances are that you will roll through Ka‘ahumanu
Avenue or Main Street occasionally, if not every day. As a connector to the rest of the island and home to regional destinations,
the study area links people across Maui to important resources. Ka‘ahumanu Avenue carries nearly 50,000 vehicles a day and is
the busiest road on Maui.
Community Corridor Study Area
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The study area contains 20% of
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Ka‘ahumanu Ave Community Corridor

Action Plan

Why this plan? Why now?
The Community Corridor Action Plan arrives at a critical time for Maui. The COVID-19 pandemic has
changed the way we live, move, work, engage, and learn. During the pandemic, the State of Hawai‘i’s and
the County of Maui’s unemployment rates rose higher than any other state, and they continue to exceed
the national average.
Over the next 25 years, Maui expects to grow by more than 44,000 people. The existing transportation
network in Central Maui cannot support the trips that will be generated by this growth, especially if most
people continue to drive alone. At the same time, our island needs more housing for residents of most
income levels. The median price for a single-family home was $1.1 million in January 2022, putting home
ownership out of the reach of most Maui residents. And we are feeling the effects of climate change, with
more severe storms, flooding impacts, and water shortages across the island.
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Much of the housing in Central Maui is single family, which is
increasingly unaffordable for many residents.

Storms in early 2021 flooded streets in Central Maui, highlighting the
need for resilient and adaptable infrastructure.

Source: Maui MPO

Source: Hawai’i Department of Transportation
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Source: Maui County

Maui’s past planning efforts have laid the groundwork for
this study to focus on the future of the Ka‘ahumanu Avenue
area. The Ka‘ahumanu Ave Community Corridor study started
with an understanding of needs and opportunities, is guided
by a community-established vision, and concludes with this
Action Plan that identifies and prioritizes both near-term and
longer-term recommendations.
The Community Corridor Action Plan’s bold vision focuses
on better serving our existing and future residents through
transportation and land use recommendations that will
connect people to the goods and services they use
every day and increase the amount of affordable housing
available in the Community Corridor. Our recommendations
support Maui County’s adopted land use, public transit, and
transportation plans by investing in walking, bicycling, transit,
and affordable housing in Central Maui.

Implementing this Action Plan will
make living, working, and playing
in the Community Corridor area—
and traveling to, from, and along
Ka‘ahumanu Avenue and Main
Street—safer, more comfortable,
and more enjoyable for all Maui
residents.
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Ka‘ahumanu Ave Community Corridor

What’s the benefit of TOC planning practices?
• Quality of life

The Ka‘ahumanu Ave Community Corridor Action Plan uses
a Transit-Oriented Community (TOC) approach to planning.
Here, references to “community” refer to the larger community
of Central Maui, rather than to a specific neighborhood.
The TOC approach includes land use and development
policies that maximize access to transit as a key organizing
principle and treat transportation as an integral part of the
community. TOCs promote equity and sustainability by
offering a mix of uses in close proximity to transit to support
households at all income levels, as well as building densities,
policies to minimize the amount of parking, greener and more
creative design standards, and multimodal connections that
support riding the bus and make it easy for people to travel
without a car.
The TOC approach goes beyond the traditional transitoriented development (TOD) model—which typically
concentrates on a single development—to focus on
supporting vibrant communities around transit. By connecting
Central Maui’s destinations and residents through improved
access to transit, the Action Plan promotes a more walkable
and bikeable future for Ka‘ahumanu Avenue that supports
healthy, active lifestyles, improves access to jobs and schools,
and reduces greenhouse gas emissions.
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Benefits of Transit-Oriented Communities
MAUI BUS

What is a Transit-Oriented
Community?

Action Plan

CITY CENTER................due
LIBRARY..........................3min.

TRANSIT MAP

• Travel choices
• Safer streets
PERSONAL
BENEFITS

• Traffic congestion relief
• More places to go

• Reduced greenhouse gas emissions

Easy Access to Everyday Needs
TOCs oﬀer what you need to work,
live, play, and travel to your daily
errands without needing to drive.

Housing Choices for Everyone

Active Street Life

TOCs oﬀer a range of housing
choices for people at all income
levels.

TOCs prioritize activity at the
street level, such as shops and
places to eat and play.

Safe Streets for All People

Local Businesses and Jobs

Community Services

TOCs support vibrant public spaces
that promote active uses, improve
health, and bring people together.

Walkable, transit-oriented
neighborhoods support and connect
to schools, local retail, services,
restaurants, and other businesses.

TOCs strengthen neighborhoods by
adding needed services and
reﬂecting the community's priorities.

• Fewer vehicle miles traveled
• Better use of developed land
• Adaptive and resilient infrastructure
ENVIRONMENTAL
BENEFITS

• More sustainable practices

• Stronger local economy
• Diverse and affordable housing options
• Increased access to jobs, education, and
training opportunities
ECONOMIC
BENEFITS

• More support for local businesses
• Efficient and high-quality infrastructure
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How can you use this Action Plan?
The Ka‘ahumanu Ave Community Corridor Action Plan is designed to be useful for Maui residents, elected officials, County staff,
community and civic organizations, developers, property owners, business owners, and anyone else interested in encouraging
affordable development, healthier lifestyles, better bus service, active transportation, welcoming community spaces, and efficient
use of public and private funds. Below are examples of how different people might use the Action Plan to support their needs.

Maui Residents

Elected Officials or County Staff

Property Owners or Business Owners

• Understand the benefits of living and working in areas with
easy access to Maui Bus and facilities to support walking or
biking for daily needs.

• Understand where the County and State will likely direct
public investments and how those could relate to private
development.

• Advance strategies that will help remove physical and
economic barriers to Ka‘ahumanu Avenue and Main Street
becoming walkable, bikeable, transit-oriented places.

• Identify options to locate or grow your business in places
people can easily reach by taking the bus, walking or rolling,
and biking, in addition to driving.

• Encourage actions that will make Maui Bus successful and
advocate for County and State projects that improve walking
and biking.

• Identify sites that are appropriate for supporting transitoriented development in the study area.

• Identify ways to direct public funds and incentives to
support walking, bicycling, affordable housing, and transitoriented design and development.

• Understand incentives and funding sources available to
support improving your property or business.

• Identify ways to become a champion for Ka‘ahumanu
Avenue as a transit-oriented place.
• Support affordable and workforce housing by increasing
access to jobs and services with public transit, sidewalks,
and convenient access to multimodal transportation.
8

Developers or Builders

Chapter 1

• Explore development incentives and likely funding sources,
including resources to encourage affordable housing.
• Align future projects or developments with transit-oriented
community principles and County goals.

• Ensure transit-oriented projects will generate a real return
on public dollars.

• Explore ways to become more engaged in creating
land uses that are accessible by multiple modes of
transportation.
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